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December 15,2006

Chaimlan 1(e"in Mmin
445 12th Street SW
Room #8B·201
Washington, DC 20544

Re: Inremel Access for Minority Con:u.nuni,ties

Dear Chairman Maron:

The internet has become a powerful tool. Our SChoois incc1'p<)rate it into theit
ev~ryday curriculum. Out businesses .rely upon it to teach new ~llst"m=, Even our
govcmment is increasingly providing ;ervices and information \oa the web.

Here in Illinois, there is a large percentage whc cannot afford internet access.
pat1\cularly in minority communitie~_ This pro'oJem ;s particularly evident ir: the g'n
District of Cook County, a largely H.isp:mic community w~ch I was elected to
represent.

It is the responsibility of government to pn,wide all of it~ residents> regardless of
economic status or ethniciry, with equal access to the ser.'ic~s, opportunities, and
protection govemmect has been established to admiD.iJlter. Unfortunately, many of
our residents, spe<:ifically those in lower income communities, are missing out on
many opportunities aue to a lack of technology, such as the internet, We must
bridge this digital <:ivide that the internet and its widesprelld use. bas caused,

All children should be afforded equal opportunities to excel in this country_ As a
national average, a little D1;er half of our elemeotary schools have internet access,
In predominantly African Amel'ican and His?anic communitio:s, this percent drops
to less than half.



Wlt!lin the \~st few !;Ilo01hs, I h~ve rend ,everal arti~le5 that .proposed a solution to
this dilemma: free internet. Fast, we, fumily-frieOOJy. wireless intemet should be
tIIade available to everyon.e, /lot JUSt the families with extra disposable income.

TIle internet plays ail intellIl\1 role ~ everyone's life, al home, :lChool, churc.lt, and
especially th<: \\-mkpll'ce and it is vital !hal. we p(o"ide oUt youth the tools
necessary for survival in the 2l)t century. Tbo~ Yout' commission ",ill deHberote
on the positive impacl it will have in lIl"c:as, .uch as the district J represt".nt, when
mll.iQng )"our decision.

Sincerely,

Roberto Mll1donado
Cock. Counl)' Commissioner, Oistrict 8

CC; Commissioner Copps
Commissionc:T I\debtein
Commissioner Tate
Commissioner McDowell
FCC Secretary Matlene Donch
Kalh" Seidel. Acting Cwef, Wireless au,....,,"
Senalol' Durh;n
SetlSJ.wr Obanllt


